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Australian Eennis History
Collecting Tennis Memorabilia

My love for tennis began when my parents joined me into coaching classes at the Doncaster
Tennis Club as a 7 year old and | played most weekends from morning till dusk. My
grandfather, Herman Lauer was champion at the club in the 1920's and | grew up admiring his
trophy won outright for three straight singles championships Mum was the secretary in the late
1940's. | was a junior member at Doncaster up to the age of 20, a Kooyong member for 35
years, played for Old Scotch College for 16 years, became President of the PSTA 1999-2009
and am ex-president of Hawksburn Tennis Club. Tennis remains an important and enjoyable

part of my social life.

In the mid 2000's, | found a few old wooden racquets and began wondering if anyone had ever
researched the Australian racquet making industry history. There was very little information so
my journey began to make contact with family members of manufacturers and past players.
This has led to considerable enjoyment collecting Australian Tennis memorabilia, odd and
unusual tennis racquets, meeting fellow collectors, co-founding an Australian collecting group,
creating a tennis history web site and linking with many overseas collectors to help preserve,

share knowledge and promote our wonderful game. (www tennishistory.com au)

The early success of our Australian players overseas no doubt helped promote the game
throughout the country to a level that in the mid 1920's, the local racquet making industry
flourished. Innovation globally and here in relation to frame design, materials, stringing, grips,

presses and balls has led to a fascinating industry story | have attempted to outline in this book.




A trip down memory lane

There hasn't been many periods in my life when | haven't
played tennis except as my three young sons Ryan,
Cameron and Justin came along. Getting older hasn't been
pain free with back issues and other ailments. After a double
hip replacement in 2022, | am happy to back on court still

enjoying a hit at Hawksburn_

My first wooden racquets were mostly the mid to late 1960's
Slazenger Challenge models. When metal arrived | tried the
Yoneyama aluminium YY 7500 and green YY 8500 but
sufferered dreadfully from tennis elbow. | then went back to
wood with Dunlop Maxply until some half decent low

vibration graphite models arrived in the late 1980's.

Mum, Charlotte at the opening of the Doncaster Road courts in 1947

Inspired early as a youngster by parents and Grandma B. Followed by lifelong

friendhsips with my PSTASf THA mates. Handy having a family court at McCrae.




The Development of Lawn Tennis

The origins of Lawn Tennis begin in the 15" century as outdoor ball games using the palm of
the hand evolved into gloves and then rudimentary racquets. Tennis is attributed fo monks
creating a court (Real Tennis) within their monasteries which in turn, owing fo the complexities
of the court size and layout could only be played by the wealthy. In the early 1800's outdoor
games named “Long or Field” tennis were played on line marked courts in the UK. In 1839,
Harry Gem and Augurio Perera created an outdoor game called Pelota and formed a club at
Leamington Spa in 1872. With all this heritage it is not surprising that Lawn Tennis evolved,
however it burst onto the social scene in 1874 when Major Walter Wingfield launched a boxed
set of lawn tennis equipment under the Gresk name “Sphairistike”. Apart from the clever
packaging in boxes, two other developments also paved the way. The first was the bouncy
hollow India rubber ball and the second, a new lawn mower design which enabled finely cut

grass to be prepared for a garden court.

The Wingfield boxed sets contained all that was needed to set up a match. At this point
garden party entertainment had only included the options of croquet or archery so the new
game was adopted quite readily. He was very successful at selling sets to titled UK families
and rapidly members of the military and other wealthy travellers from England carried the
boxed sets to the four comers of the globe. Lawn Tennis took hold as a splendid social and
sporting activity.

The Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) took a great interest in the game and a rules committee
was established in 1875 to devise new improvemenis in relation to court size, net height and
scoring. The All England Croquet Club quickly adopted tennis into their activities and
organised the first Wimbledon championship in 1877.

1837 Field Tennis
Games and Sporis
by Donald Walker

Real Tennis Court
unchanged for hundreds of

years




Wingfield's original game included an hour glass shaped court with the
server standing in a diamond. The net was over 5 foot high (154cms)
and “pat-ball” was an early nick name along with “Sticky”. Often reviled
by the cricket playing men as a women's game, they soon found it
required considerable energy and of course, mixing with the opposite
sex had its benefits. Variations even appeared on ice in 1876.

The name was changed to Lawn Tennis and scoring was altered
completely from a volleyball style, reverting to that adopted for Real
Tennis and Field tennis with the 15, 30, 40, deuce/ advantage system
which is believed to have begun from values derived from gambling
which was a popular aspect to actually playing these games.

Early equipment design came from Real or Court Tennis and most of
the racquets were lopsided. Even though Wingfield's appear not to
have a curve, by 1886 lawn tennis racquets were quite symmetrical.
Tennis balls also quickly evolved from plain rubber to hand sewn wool
covered versions and then onto fully glued covers by the 1880's.




Early Tennis Boxes

The Wingfield patent application far an hour glass court included a
high 5 foot net and a diamond for serving, as below. Competition

quickly arrived also in 1874 via the launch of Germains Lawn Tennis GERMAINS
rules with a wider court and narrower 7 yard net. LAWY wBuLiss
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The Wingfield design was maodified to have the serving ends UL CHANERUN wEMERT, LN T
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THE NEW GAME

identical and scoring was copied from real tennis under the 1875
MCC (UK) review. The net remained 5 foot at first and this is also
reflected in the label artwork. For the 1877 Wimbledon tournament,
the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club further enhanced the
court layout dimesnions and net height o what we know foday.

On the rare occasions tennis boxes come up for sale, they offer a

wonderful visual of the progress of the sport in this early transitional

pernod.

HETSITE




1877 onwands the set s dated to 1880

187576

Horsman's is a USA imrm while the other two are early English graphics.
Imagine finding an unused boxed tennis set hidden the alfic some 140 years
after being purchased, complete with lissue wrapping paper.




Early Tennis Racquets

Racquet manufacture was a pre-existing craft, however the

rapid growth of lawn tennis saw many new entrants in the
UK, Europe and the USA. The first lawn tennis racquets
were lopsided as in Real Tennis, but these designs proved
inadequate. The famous Renshaw brothers even found
playing with these upside down was preferable, in what
became known as “the professional style”. Gradually,
shapes changed from lopsided to symmetrical flat tops with

convex throats through to oval shapes with concave throats.

Product differentiation, then as now, was important for sales
and from the mid 1880's to 1910 fancy grips and stringing
patterns became the subject of very creative designs,

although elite players mostly recommended the standard

versions.

- -._'_",-"-_-':.jl'*.:': Extremely rare 1879 presentation or prize tilt top racquet by Jefferies LK,
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featuring engraved silver collar, laminated woodwork and looped stringing -

The inscription and date CLTC October 1879 supports the racquet was given as
a prize at the Cheltenham Lawn Tennis Club's inaugural toumament at which, for
the first time in the UK, combined men's and ladies events. Eventual Wimbledon

Champions, William and Ernest Renshaw commenced their tennis in

Cheltenham and played at this event.
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The stringing patterns varied enormously and included double :

stringing, three way stringing, diamond shapes, very open
sweet spots, diagonal stringing and even, as on the opposite
page, two independent string planes. This same trend
re-emerged in the 1990's as better materials and nylon /

polymer sirings permitted higher tensions.

1887 Herman Herbert & Cooper
Steel racquet

The first all metal racquets appeared in 1887 from a bicycle
manufacturer. The model shown by Hillman, Herbert and
Cooper even included an in-shaft leather cord which
permitted the main strings to be tension adjusted. Design
changes to the yoke and shoulders were offered and even a

bent model (opposite) was produced by A.J Reach in 1885.

Hhr Avarber Lora F run in 'i_'ll.l

Some of the amazing stringing patterns offered in the early days




A QUAINT, DEVICE =

- PATENTED S SEFTR : 28, 1881,

THE BENT RACQUET.
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Cork grip

Fantail

Cork inlay

Ball i

There are numenous handle shapes which can be found.




Most of the racquets were made with wooden handles, scored to
provide a better grip. Many variations were offered including deep
groove channels to drain sweat, checkered grips as per rifle butts,
slip reducing fish tail, ball tail, fan tail, swallow tail and bulbous
designs, cork inlays and rubber overlays. Rarely, even elaborate
decorative models may be found featuring carving or inlaid mother

of pearl, possibly indicating stature ahead of playability.
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Australia's First Clubs and State Championships

The first recorded lawn tennis club appears to have commenced in Queensiand

around December 1876 due to the amival of new Brisbane Grammar Schoolmaster,

Mr Reginald H.Roe from the UK, who brought with him a boxed tennis set. In 1879,

the MCC in Victoria was ailready managing cricket and numerous other club
activities. With the benefit of financial resources and management expertise they
became one of Tennis’ key driving forces in that state_ In mid July 1879, they laid
their first asphalt court within the grounds of the cument MCG and by early 1880
had conducted their first 16 man competition which carried with it Victoria's first
Championship title, the winner being Mr A_F. Robinson over H M _Strachan 2 sets to
one. (this was noted as the 1879 championship although held in 1880). Other
cricket clubs in South Australia and New South Wales also developed the game

and established local competitions.

Commencement of State Championships

Victoria: 1880 Men's Singles Men's Doubles 1884 Ladies Singles Doubles
and Mixed

New South Wales: 1885 Men's Singles & Doubles, Ladies Singles, Mixed
1886 Ladies Doubles

Queensland: 1889 Men's Singles, 1892 Men's Doubles, Ladies Singles, Mixed
1898 Ladies Doubles

South Australia: 1890 Men's Singles & Doubles, 1892 Ladies Singles

1893 Doubles 1894 Mixed

West Australia: 1895-1902, Tasmania 1893 -1901

New Zealand:1886 -1899

The first interciub frophy from 1880 Geelong
Recreation Club v MCC
Oldest Australian tennis trophy known




Australian Intercolonial Tennis Commences

Following the formation of the first tennis clubs in 1878-1881 administrators
of the major Melbourne and Sﬁney Cricket Clubs then oversaw the
creation of suburban pennant competitions. In 1885, this invitation letter to

conduct the first Intercolonial / State Championship event was sent by

Sydney Cricket Club to the MCC and it includes reference to the creation of

an Australian Championship. It would be another 20 years before this event
would take place.




The first 1885 Intercolonial teams from NSW and Victoria
and the very rare actual program me.

Riddell papers, State Library of Victoria



Tennis Champions of the 1880% 1890% Ben Green (Vic),
Dudley Webb (NSW) & Wilberforce Eaves (Vic)

Trophies awarded at Intercolonial events and
maybe one day more will appear out of the blus.

Inaugural NSW Men's Doubles Championship trophy awarded for both the
Intercolonial and State Titles



The involvement of large metropolitan cricket clubs in the formation of tennis competitions is evident due to matches being played on
cricket grounds. These were the only venues existing which could be configured into multiple courts on which singles, doubles, handicap

and ladies events could be conducted over a pernod of up to a week.

Many thousands of spectators would attend these Intercolonial matches to witness champions from each state battle for these prestigious

tittes. Luckily many of the trophies survive today.
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- Extremely rare Intercolonial event programmes and the
earliest known Wimbledon Ticket 1888, Riddell family
papers held at the State Library of Victoria.
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The Iniencolonial events wene played twice a
year. The winners on this Men's singles shield
were Nov. 1820 A. Keamey, May 1891
W.V.Eaves, Nov. A. Reamey, May 1892
B.Green, Mov. 1892 D. Harbison,

May 1893 & Nov 1853 Ben Green (Victoria)
which refired the shield after 2 succeszive wins.

Alf Dunlop, pictured, won the Victorian Doubles
fitle three times with S_E. Diddams to refire this
shield. He won this event & imes in total and
was one of our key Davis Cup doubles players.
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The Victorian Men's Doubles trophy from 1898 through
to 1901 (above) features wins by Alf Dunlop,
5 E.Diddams and Norman Brookes with various
partners.

The Victorian Ladies Singles trophy
1800 -1904 won outright by Lorna Gyton




Other Early Trophies
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The Strathfield toumament was a very A lovely shield from the inaugural Hunter River District
prestigious event being won in 1892 by (NSW) tennis singles event 1896-1899, won outright
Dudley Webb who received this amaziing by Mr Wood

silver plate.




Influential Australian Players Overseas

Wilberforce Eaves was born in 1867 in
Melbourne and travelled back to England to
study medicine. As a student he played tennis
well and was presumably the first Australian to
play at Wimbledon in 1892. Prior to this in
1881, he came back to Australia to play for
Victoria against New South Wales in the
Intercolonial and NSW Championships where

he beat Dudley Webb. He encouraged doubles

players to volley and helped to settle the
argument between Victoria and New South
Wales as to which balls, covered or uncovered,
should be used in competition. Covered balls
were chosen.

In the finals of Wimbledon 1895 and US
Championships 1897, Eaves narrowly lost both

in five sets. In 1902 he returned to Australia and

mentored the young Norman Brookes in the art
of American twist serving. He also defeated
Brookes in the 1902 NSW championships.

Such was their friendship that Eaves was best
man at Norman's wedding.

Arthur B Carvosso was a student at
Brisbane Grammar School when
headmaster Reginald Roe arrived from the
UK with a tennis set in 1876. As an all-
round sportsman, he was a highly regarded
tennis player both as student and then
science teacher up to 1888.

Inspired to become a doctor, he traveled to
Edinburgh University, Scotland and
miraculously won the 1881 Scottish
Championships Open Singles and then the
South of Scotland Championships. In 1882
he repeated the |atter, added the MNorth of
Scotland Championships and Universities
singles championship. In 1893, he was a
member of the Edinburgh Whitehouse Club
that won the Great Britain Inter-Club
Championship.

His 1891 victory represents the first
significant overseas tennis event to be won
by an Australian. He returned to Australia
as a Doctor in 1894.

Edward Dewhurst also played tennis in the
late 1880's playing in the major NSW
Intercolonial and state championships.

He left Australia to become a dentist in the
USA and while studying at the University of
Pennsylvania won the prestigious
Intercollegiate tournament in 1903 and runner
up in 1904. He also won the 1905
singles/doubles and the National Indoor
Championships played at the New York
Seventh Regiment Armoury.

In 1906, he became the first Australian to win
a major overseas title, that being the US
Championship Mixed Doubles.

He lived in America for the rest of his life and
was once considered for the USA Davis Cup
team. He wrote a book called "The Science
of Lawn Tennis" in 1910 and contributed to
P.A Vaile's book "The Methods and Players of
Modermn Lawn Tennis" in 1915.




Early Davis Cup & Wimbledon Success

In 1800, American Dwight Davis formalised the "Davis Cup" competition between the USA and UK, and
donated the famous trophy. It was then decided to open the competition to other countries provided they
had a national Tennis body. In 1904 the Australian Lawn Tennis Association was created and successfully
applied to play in the 1905 Davis Cup competition as "Australasia”, combining with New Zealand.

The inaugural Australasian Championships were held in 1805, twenty years after the idea had been
suggested. Rod Heath took the singles and Randolph Lycett and Tom Tatchell won the doubles.

Australian players always doubted how they would rate against the best from the UK and USA and in
1905, our most prominent player, Norman Brookes created quite an impression, beating many of the UK
champions in country tournaments and only just lost the Wimbledon Singles Challenge Round. The Davis

Cup team of Brookes, Dunlop and Murphy lost in the semi-finals.

In 1906, the Davis Cup team, without Brookes also missed the target, but in 1907 Australian Tennis
changed forever. Norman Brookes was available to play combining with NZ's Anthony Wilding who was
studying at Cambridge. It was a clean sweep on English soil. Brookes won all three Wimbledon titles, the
doubles with Wilding. They defeated the USA 3-2 and then went on to beat the British Isles 3-2 to capture
the Davis Cup, the first non UK/USA team to do so. It also meant the 1908 challenge round would not
take place in either the USA or UK but instead a 2 month ship journey away in Melbourne, Australia.

Australasia won this epic Melbourne contest over the USA 3-2 and again in 1909 in Sydney 5-0,
followed by 1911 against the USA in Christchurch NZ 5-0 and 1914 in the USA against the USA 3-2. The
cup was feeling at home here and public interest in the playing game was growing quickly.

Anthony Wilding won the Wimbledon Singles title in 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913. He could have won
Wimbledon in 1914 as the favourite for the fifth time had it not been for the return of Brookes, nicknamed

the "Wizard" ,who beat him claiming his second title.

Post war, Brookes was grooming Gerald Patterson and J.O Anderson for the Davis Cup. Australia
retained the Cup in 1919 against the British Isles and the unknown Patterson won the Wimbledon Singles
title and then repeated the win in 1922. Bill Tilden and Bill Johnston playing for the USA dominated tennis
for the first half of the 1920's which was followed by the French Musketeers in the late 1920's.

Australia did not win the Davis Cup again until 1939

The LTAA organised a celebratory
dinmer honournng the success of
Morman and the team in 1907




MNorman with an amazing hoard of trophies won
an the 1907 tour including the Davis Cup.
MNorman went onto play into the 1920's and was
head of the LTAA for 29 years, being knighted for
his service to tennis. He died in 1968

Having dominated Wimbledon for
4 years, Brookes came to beat
Wilding in 1914. In 1915,
Wilding was tragically kiled

1907 Wimbledon Doubles final A W.Gore & H. Roper Barret UK v Wilding and Brookes in W1 at Neuve-Chapelle, France



The first Davis Cup played in Melbourne, Australia
in 1908 at the Warshouseman's Ground.
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From the same autograph book as
the following pages.

1811 Davis Cup belonging to Alf Dunlop




Famous International 1900's Player Autographs
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From an autograph book belonging to Australian Davis Cup player Alf Dunlop..
Many names belong to early Wimbledon, US and Davis Cup Champions
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Founder of the Davis Cup, Dwight Davis at the top. Some of these players visited
Ausiralia and New Zealand during attempts to win the Davis Cup back for
America. Australian, Edward Dewhurst went to live in the LISA.



Post WW1 Davis Cup

Despite having Wimbledon champions in our team, the Americans and then French dominated and Australia
did not win the Davis Cup again until 1839. In the 1950's and 1960's Australian Davis Cup teams and
individual players were dominating the global tennis scene.

Ronald.V Thomas, Gerald Patterson, Jack Hawkes & Gerald Patterson 1923 Jack Hawkes, lan Mcinnes, 18931 Jack Crawford, Jim Willard
Randolph Lycett, Stanley M. Doust, James O _Anderson, Richard Schlesinger Edgar Moon, Harry Hopman
Morman. Brookes, Pat O'hara Wood
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1934 Don Turnbull, Adrian Quist, Jack Crawford, Vivian McGrath 1938 Adrian Quist, Harry Hopman,
Len Schwartz, John Bromwich

Davis Cup Wins

1807, 1908, 1909, 1911,
1914, 1919, 1939, 1950,
1951, 1952, 1953, 1955,
1956, 1957, 1958, 1960,

' " y ' 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965,
1966, 1967, 1973, 1977,
1939 Jack Crawford, Adrian.Quist, 1946 John Bromwich, Geoff Brown, 1083 1086 1000 2003

John Bromwich, Harry Hopman Dinny Pails, Colin.Long




1950 George Worthington, KenMcGregor,
Frank Sedgman, Harry Hopman, John Bromwich

1954 Rex Hartwig, Lew Hoad,
Ken Rosewall, Merv Rose

1955 Lew Hoad, Meale Fraser, Lew Hoad, Ken Rosewall, Harry Hopman, 1957 Mal Anderson, Merv Rose, 1973 Geoff Masters, John Newcombe,

Harry Hopman, Rex Harbwig, Ashley Cooper, Neale Fraser Harry Hopman, Ashley Cooper, Mal Anderson, Neale Fraser,
Ken Rosewall Meale Fraser Rod Laver, Ken Rosewall Colin Dibley
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1905 Australasian Men's Championship

Having formed the Australasian Lawn Tennis Association in 1904 to enter the
Davis Cup, the new body quickly organised the first National Championships
in 1905. It was a Men's only affair played for the first time at the
Warehouseman's Ground on St Kilda Road, Melbourmne. The Ladies
Championships began in 1922.

The first trophy was donated by Slazengers of London and remarkably this
looks identical to the Wimbledon trophy. It was retired when Jack Crawford
won it three times from 1931-33. Jack sold his trophies in the 1980's and
nobody knew where they were. Fortunately, they were retained by a Sydney
family of jewellers who donated them to the Albury Museum in 2014 in
honour of the area in which Jack grew up and leamnt his tennis.
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First Australasian Championship 1905, Melbourne

Champions: Rod Heath, Arthur O'Hara Wood, Horace Rice , Morman Brookes, Gerald Patterson, James O. Anderson, Pat O'Hara Wood
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playing with an Alexander flat-top racquet

The Championship was played alternately in all of the capital
cities and also in New Zealand at Christchurch and
Hastings. In 1922, the relationship with New Zealand
ceased and the Championships simply became known as
the "Australian’.

In 1934, in honour of his service as a player, team selector
and administrator, the Association introduced the Morman
Brookes Challenge Cup which cannot be retired and is still
the main trophy presented today:.
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Adrian CQuist John Bromwich (Mako & Budge USA) John Bromwich Bill Sidwell

Caolin Long

Frank Sedgman

.: _ﬂ_ 4 ' -_.-.1 L ) ! . :
Frank Sedgman Mernv Rose & Rex Harbwig Ken Rosewall & Lew Hoad
Ken McGregor







Australian Women's Championship

In 1922, the partnership with New Zealand under the
Australasian banner concluded and this led to the
Australian Championships being created. It was this year
that the Women's event and mixed doubles were included
making the championship one of the few complete event
tournaments, hence it became one of the four majors.

Mall Molesworth won the first two years and the decade - .
was dominated by Esna Boyd, Sylvia Lance and Daphne ' g P e
Akhurst. The Wilding family donated the trophy in honour
of Anthony Wilding. Akhurst won the event three times
straight to retire the trophy and sadly died quite tragically
under anaesthetic during an operation in 1933, aged 29.
From 1934 the Ladies Trophy was named in her honour
and is still held aloft by players today.

Mall Molesworth
First Champion 1922 & 1923

Coral Buttsworth
1831 & 1932

Esna Boyd
Meryl O'Hara Wood
h Lovise Bickerton
.:u '?:-;-M SUEET, & Daphne Akhurst
L International

team 1928

Daphne Akhurst
Champion 1925, 1926,1528,1929 15930
The 1934 trophy named in her honour,

i




1937, 1940, 1946,
1947 1948, 1951
10 Doubles Titles

1933 & 1934
with miniature Akhurst
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Mell Hopman with Mary Hawton & Lorraine Coghlan K.ay Denning
Federation Cup Plate Thelma Long Margaret Smith & Mary Hawton

1961 Women's International Team 1963 Women's International Team
Mell Hopman, Jan Lehane, Lesley Tuner, Madonna Schacht, Jan Lehane, Lesley Turner
Margaret Smith, Robyn Ebbem, Mary Reitano Robyn Ebbern Mell Hopman







The first Australasian Tennis Book f

In 1912, Robert Kidston, alias AUSTRAL , wrote the first major book about Lawn
Tennis in our region, spurred on by our intemational successes at major
toumaments and in the Davis Cup.

Robert played a high standard of tennis himself having been in numerous
Intercolonial NSW teams. He joined the ALTA and became a Davis Cup selector
and, although a lawyer by trade, also wrote about tennis in the newspaper called the
REFEREE. Combining roles, he often travelled overseas with the players and was a
keen photographer.

In 2014, | was lucky enough to acquire his own personal copy signed by some 200+ s
players and administrators spanning 1900-1950. | sold this to an avid local tennis Robert Kidston
autograph collector for safe keeping. It truly was a highlight of my collecting career. Personal copy of his book w

signed by 50 years of champions
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The book was dedicated to Morman Brookes and here we find a thank-you inscription along with the successful 12907 Davis Cup team and
numercus other Australasian/ Ausiralian Champions and Davis Cup players
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On the left page maore great Australian champions and on the right most US Davis Cup players from the 1907 era through to the 1950
With few exceplions, signatures cover 50 years of Wimbledon, US and Australian Championship singles winners.



Australian Tennis Racquets

Most tennis equipment arriving into Australia followed
the footsteps of other established sports such as cricket.
The majority came from the UK from firms such as
Slazenger, Ayers, Prosser and Bancroft and Spalding in
the USA.

There were some local makers in the 1880's and by

1914 Stevens & Rowe in South Australia were making YV Sy
1000 racquets a year up to 1924. From 1925 the market " e
supported local manufacture and competition was fierce. PP

Quickly the plain wooden racquets with gold stamped
model names were being replaced by colourful paint
designs, hand painted lines, decals, coloured bindings
and trebling strings. It was a trend that positioned
Australian racquets on the glcbal stage and many
enjoyed excellent export business up until WWII.

In the 18930's, Australian innovations saw the emergence
of the semi flat top models, a derivation from the 1880's
shape, diamond stringing, variable balance adjustment
models and slotted handles. Models and decorations
changed every season and some makers also produced
player endorsed signature and photo decal models.

Old newspaper advertising, colour catalogues and point
of sale help pinpoint the identity and age of numerous
models.

As a collector, each racquet is a small work of art both in
terms of the wood work and artistic design. It is not
surprising that many racquets become freasured wall
display items.







Australian Racquet Making & Innovations

Alfred Alexander and his brother
Douglas were specialists in timber
and carpentry. In 1921, they
developed a more rapid process to
construct racquets by laminating 4 or
more thin strips of Ash and Walnut
together and cold bending these
into shape without steam, which was
a World first. From a home
workshop, as the Tasmanian Tennis
Racquet Company the business
evolved into the 1926 publicly listed
Alexander Patent Racket Company.

.|j_J = U O e

A UNIQUE PERFORMANCE

AUSTRALLAN FRENCH — AND
WIMBLEDON (World's)
SINGLES TENNIS
CHAMPIONSHIP

e

ALEXANDER CRESSY WIZARD

FLAT TOP) RACKETS

Jack Crawford

Alexander continued to innovate and they were responsible for resurrecting the
old school, 1820's fiat top design from a racquet lent to Jack Crawiord by

Morman Brookes. Jack went on fo win the Australian, French & Wimbledon titles with it in 1533
starting a huge craze where makers started marketing a range of oval and fiat top models
through to the late 1940's . "World's Record Breaker” appears on this after the fact edition.




Slazenger Ausiralia patented this asrodynamic design in 1935 and also introduced a mercury filled tube
model delivering adjustable balance. No example has been found {o date




Balance point adjustment

The mid 1930 also saw other forms of balance adjustment. Empire introduced
this internal weight system using a key in 1935, Chesterfield
introduced a brass weight insertion model in 1937 and the Alexander Air Stream
model used a screw driven approach which was
resumected by Puma in the 1980's,

Empire Rackets
SWIFTSHOT, 70/-
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Slotted shafts
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Spalding Australia adopted this 1933 slotted shaft invention by Queenslander, Hector Adams.
The racquet on the right is likely an early model by South Australian firm E.T.Rowe [ Stevens. Spalding took this invention worldwide



Alexander Patent Racket Company

"H..“_.

( Launceston, Tasmania)

The Alexander Patent Racket Company is probably the most ™
successful home grown racquet manufacturer beginning in ¥
1926 and operating until 1961,

Alfred Alexander was a pioneer who experimented, invented
and patented the first form of dry bent, laminated timber
racquet frame in a process which would change wood
racquet construction techniques forever. With this
opportunity, the Alexander company was formed and
became one of the Worlds most prestigious brands. They
were also primary innovators in the trend for improved

design using colour and decals to create customer appeal.

The first models included the Dover, Murray, Understudy,
Hunter, Cressy, Masterpiece, Mersey, Lismore and Red
Seal. Naturally, other models followed, but it was the
“Cressy” which remained a flag ship brand name from the
start to the end_

ALEXANDER
The boom years came in the 1930's & 40's when Australian -TLFU y
Champion, Jack Crawford won Wimbledon in 1933 using a
specially made semi flat top Cressy "“Wizard”. Also many of
the Davis Cup players were using Alexander racquets at this
time. This started an industry trend which saw production of

both semi flat top and oval shape models.
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Brewer Racket Company

( Melbourne)

Bom in Bendigo in 1905, Albert Brewer moved to
Melbourne in 1920 to commence work as a furmniture
factory machinist at Rojos Pty Ltd. in Little Lonsdale Street
Melbourne.

With skills developed in moulding timber, he gained twelve
months experience in crafting fennis racquets at AG
Spalding, then in 1928 bought his own factory in Farm
Street, Newport, Victoria.

Bert began making his signature brand, the Brewer "Style
Leader' and like others built a great export business. He
imported solid Canadian ash logs rather than pre cut
strips or semi made frames and also doubled his warranty
to 60 days.

Brewer was not a huge company, yet like others also
produced badminton and squash racquets. A more novel

product line was a caravan which also stowed a boat.

The company was not included as part of the ARMA
manufacturing cartel created in the late 1930's and
gaining widespread retail distnbution was difficult.
Eventually, they bought into a retail store Alcock and
Pierce, so finding a Brewer model is harder than most.
Suffering two factory fires and rebuilds, the company

survived until the mid 1970's.




An extremely rare Australian Aboriginal inspired model.



Chesterfield Racket Company

( Sydney)

The Chesterfield Racquet factory began c. 1923 and was
located in Hyde St Alexandria, NSW. A small newspaper
article from 1942 noted there was a fire at their Trafalgar
St. Annandale factory.

The primary timber was Canadian Ash, imported as wood
blocks. The parent company Best & Gee is still operating
today and owns numerous business entities and

investment properties. Combined with Chesterfield, the _
business also manufactured timber shaft golf products and b A 1 X
owned Festival Records. 2

G'I ESTERFIELD- ""5.-.1,'1”-.5:-‘;-1:1;'51#
: TENNIS

RACQUET

The Chesterfield brand may deserve the fitle as the
longest lasting having been made from 1923-1975. They
made oval and semi flat top models and employed some
interesting marketing techniques. J O Anderson endorsed

products from 1933 after a long association with
Alexander’s.

Like many Ausfralian racquet makers, the export market
was important for volume sales and an American Tobacco
Company, Liggett & Myers, who owned Chesterfield
cigarettes became the USA distributor post war.
Consequently, you will find racquets available in the USA
and ads appearing in tennis magazines with tag lines such
as " On the court it's flash...in a cigarette it's taste’.







Dunlop Racket Company
( Sydney)

The new Dunlop Sports Company was established in Sydney
in 1937 with a capital value of 100,000 pounds. Davis Cup
star Adrian Quist, aged just 24, was appointed a Director, and
transferred from South Australia to Sydney to take up the
position. Fellow directors included Wallace Bartlett, Henry
MacKirdy and Albert Alfred MacPherson (of Baker
MacPherson) who presumably sold Empire into the new
Dunlop venture in a share swap arrangement.

As Australia’s Number one men’s player during this period he
was a logical choice. Also in 1937 Dunlop Sports Co. signed
on Nancye Wynne onto the staff although no mention of her
role was identified. Quist was also credited with the design
and launch of the Dunlop Volley shoe range.

The Dunlop Maxply wood racquets were made locally during
the 1930's and up to the late 1960's although the company
rarely added "Made in Australia" to their products. Dunlop
was part of the ARMA. In 1946 the plastic shoulder overlay
called DURAPLAS was invented by two Australians, FG.
Stevens and A A Macpherson and this development with the
statement “ten times stronger than wood” came to be a
leading differential with cther racquets of the era. Dunlop
acquired Slazenger Australia in 1958/389.

Key players endorsing Dunlop were Frank Sedgman, Gussie
Moran and later Lew Hoad, Rod Laver and Evonne
Goolagong.
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In the late 1850's & 1960's Lew Hoad
featured on numerous models
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The 'Australian’ designed Maxply models
wers sold alongside the traditional model The last models made in Australia
for 40 years c1983. Aluminium/ mylon throat







Empire Racquet Company
( Sydney)

We know very little about Empire pre 1925. From a press
clipping we learn that in 1925 Baker MacPherson acquired
Empire Racquets and based on the factory signage they
maintained the Empire branding. Early models found feature
scored wood grips typical of the 192(0's.

The newspapers record a fire (not uncommon) occurring in
December 1926 at the premises of Baker Macpherson in
Camperdown causing damage to frames of some 3000

pounds. In 1932, they experienced another fire which N
A TH T i | IR
destroyed stocks and two of the three floors. Fires in these 5 i e
: E : : . el
factories were notoriously fierce due to the oils, resins and &

lacquers used in production.

Around the mid 30's the company developed some new
racquet technology permitting adjustable balance by using a
mechanical key winding device in the handle. These racquets
are very scarce and highly collectable.

In addition to Empire branded products, retail ads appearing in
1934- 1939 are offering Baker Macpherson racquets of varying
models, but it is not clear if they were promoting the
manufacturer or the Empire brand. The business was
acquired by Dunlop in 1937 to give them local manufacturing
expertise. The Empire Swift Shot model with the green
background also features the Dura-Flas innovation created by
Dunlop. The FREE ad involved 1000 Empire racquets being
sold for the price of stringing only..what a deal.

4
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Hedleys Racket Co.

( Melbourne)

In September 1924, Robert Hedley announced the inclusion
of tennis racquet manufacture into their business and later
that year launched at the Melbourme Consumer Goods
Exhibition. They claimed to be the first racquets made in
Australia, which was not the case. The new MD in 1926 was
Percy Tasker, with brother George in charge of racquet
manufacture. Production facilities with 10 staff were located at
245 Punt Rd. Richmond. Larger factories followed at Alfred
Street, Prahran and then 291 Toorak Rd. South Yarra which
produced racquets and other vinyl/canvas sporting products.

Only two Hedley player endorsed examples have been found,
one from the late 1920's with Pat O'Hara Wood and the other
in the early 1950's with Dinny Pails picture/signature model.
Both Pat and Dinny, played Davis Cup for Australia.

In the 1930's they also produced the Krak-Shot range (as
Hedley-Nelthorpe). In 1946, Hedley and Swift Tennis Ball
Company announced the formation of Commercial Importers
and Exporters Pty Ltd. The plan was to market sporting
goods, amongst other general items to the USA, India, China
and the Middle East.

In 1951 Associated Leathers acquired the shares in Hedley
which seems to have operated for another 7-8 years. Robert
Hedley became a long-term manager for Dunlop Sports from
the 1930's to 50's. Tasker Rackets began in the late 1950's.
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Oliver Racket Company
(Adelaide)

Jack Oliver grew up in Port Pirie where his father was a
carpenter. He left school at the end of grade 6 and working
with his father learnt wood working. In addition, he was a
competent sportsman and also excelled as a painter winning
many art prizes for his oil and water colour paintings.

Jack opened a sports store on Henley Beach Road at Mile
End. In the 1930's he began “playing around” making his
own rackets in his father's carpentry shed. The holes for the
strings were drilled with a belly brace and bit, the rackets
shaped with spoke shave and rasps and sprayed with the use
of a Breager hand pump. At this stage his only outlet for these
rackets was his own sports store.

In 1934 Jack bought at auction metal formers (racket head
shape) and bands (to hold the laminations together) and by
the late 1930's Jack had established sales outlets for his
tennis rackets in Melboume, Sydney, Brisbane and Perth, and
had commenced exporting. The " Bluebird” became the
flagship model and was named in honour of the 1930's land
speed record holder, Malcolm Campbell's famous car. In the
mid 1970's the factory was producing 50,000 + racquets a
year, which by 1984 had fallen to fewer than 5,000.

Highlights for Oliver included Frank Sedgman winning
Wimbledon in 1952 playing with a Bluebird. In the 1960's
Frank retumed to Oliver joining with 1957 U.S. Champion Mal
Anderson and both have signature models.
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Slazenger's Racket Company

( Sydney)

Slazenger UK began promoting sporting goods in the mid
1880's adding a range of tennis, cricket and football equipment
to their already successful military clothing business. The owner
of Slazenger's, Captain Ralph Slazenger visited Australia in
1889 presumably to help establish distribution channels for
their extensive range. He appointed PAIN & TAYLOR in
Sydney as their sole agents.

In the 1920's tennis in Australia was booming and Slazenger
opened their Australian factory to make racquets in November
1928 in Surrey Hills. In 1930 they added cricket bat production
and struck tragedy in May 1932 when a fire started in the
ducoing room destroying thousands of racquets. The key
owners were the McMaster Brothers followed by 1935
Managing Director David Blacklock and partner E.S Wolverton.
Eventually Slazenger UK reacquired the entire business and
also set up operations in New Zealand. It was acquired by
Dunlop in 1958.
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In the 1930's an Australian inventor, Harry Webeck came up
with the idea of inserting a mercury filled tube into a racquet
handle so at the time of ball impact the swing weight of the
racquet was enhanced. The product range was sub branded
“Floating Power™ and the key brands with this feature included
the DYNAMIC and the GYROFLOW.

Around the World, Slazenger Australia produced high quality
product using Canadian ash and were endorsed by Fred Perry,
John Newcombe, Ken Rosewall and Margaret Smith Court.







Flat top design (top) and a 'spear finish helped

Fred Perry and the local Slazenger factory created the
"All White' for a finals match against Jack Crawford in 1934

differentiate models
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1840 Slazenger brochure after the successful 12389 win of the Davis Cup.
John Bromwich used the Slazenger Challenge and so the victory model was created




_ FJ.PERRY.
WORLD CHAMPION
. 1934.5.6.
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1937 era Slazenger counter top point of sale.
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The Slazenger 'Challenge’ from the 1950 to the mid 1970's featured in many major tounament wins
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Spalding Racket Company

( Melbourne)

USA Company A G.Spalding was founded in 1876 by Albert
Goodwill Spalding a successful baseball player. In 1925,
Spalding made the decision to open their fifth global plant in
Awstralia, adding to those which already existed in the USA,
Canada, UK and France. Melbourne was their preferred city and
the suburb in which the new plant was constructed was
Sunshine.

The plant was purpose built to make tennis racquets, tennis balls
and golf balls. The tennis balls were the new two piece plug less
and stitch less type which Spalding had invented. One of the first
employees and Victorian Sales Manager was Gerald Patterson a
Wimbledon winner in 1919 & 1922 and Davis Cup player.

Raw tennis racquets were imported from the USA and then
refined and shaped at the factory. They did however use
Queensland maple and cedar woods for the handles.
Projections in the first year were to produce 40,000 racquets.

Key 1926 brands were the top of the range Kro-Bat, Gold Medal
0S5, Gold Medal HIC, Vantage, Greenwood, Crescent and the
locally named Sunshine model. By 1927 the famous Top Flite
split throat made an appearance. The company also introduced
slotted and groove shaft models in the late 1930°'s. Many famous
local players endorsed Spalding. Don Budge who won the first
Grand Slam in 1938 and Australian champion, Nancye Bolton
both featured on photo decal models. Later, Pancho Gonzales
was their most prolific endorsee. They acquired Alexanders in
1959 and even produced a Spalding Cressy model.
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Pat O'Hara Wood was a top Australian playerin the 1920°s. Don Budge, from the USA, was the first
player fo win the Grand Slam in 1938 and was featured on models for the next 12 years. Frank
Sedgman won his first Australian fitle with this Budge "Top Flite® model in 19449,
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Spider Web Racquet Co. DAVIS CUP PLAYER

( Melbourne) T Proves Superiority

et!

Spider Web's owner William Respini was a cabinet maker by trade H l". ﬂf LﬂtESl REEI{

and the factory was located at 133 Wells Place, South Melbourne, - :
{8 . Fresh Lease of Life, F i

or as it was then known, City South.. They originally produced Sioie H 8 D s

archery and hockey equipment and moved into tennis racquet iaiaeismeenn,

manufacture as the sport boomed in the 1930's and 1940's.

His son John advises, that he recalls William had to buy some
racquets being made at the time and steam them apart to learn how
they had been constructed so he could copy them.

The feature racquet, opposite is very rare and is the only one found RHOW YOr THIS BACK I
within our collecting group. It was imported as a raw frame from

Cr:nlntlnental Europe in 1835-1937 ann:! is made from Erjgllah Ash. C [ £ SPIDER WEB SPORTS PRODUCTS
Spider Web decorated, strung and gripped the model in order to Eiea— {3~ Wells Place, South Malbourne, S.C.4. Vic.
meet local production content rules. As an open throat it was

somewhat scoffed at back then yet it really was very advanced FRVN [Benang) Sacin i R b hesk S,

: j ;i - : : h - ing the Hazell 5t l
given the design directions this way in the 1980's. Seeaii Tuabee i Sl il
tri-shaft model designed along similar proinciples.
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COnily known example of an imporied frame, iocally decorated and finished SPEEDBAT




Other Australian Companies

Whilst collecting, many other company names appear on
racquets and often it is difficult to tell if they were actually
made here, were a secondary brand from a larger maker or
were retailer brands also made under special agreements.
1930's newspaper articles suggested that there were 26 or
more Australian makers.

We do know some of them:

Addison Brothers VIC

Argus Rackets

Australian Commonwealth Rackets
Australian Racket Company ARCO 5. A.
Campbells QLD

East Brothers

L.W. Dodge NSW 1920
Hartleys (retail)
Heffernan QLD s
J.O Anderson (personal make) &
Krak Shot Racquet Company (Hedley) -
Moon VIC e
Moore A.H NSW 1890's-1800's
Olympic Racket Company
Sports Master

Stirling (likley Hedley's)

J.T Stevens & Rowe SA (1914)
Tasker's (post Hedley)

The Wimbledon Racket Co.
Waddell's NSW

Walbow NSW
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Fan Favourite Racquets

Player racquets are naturally very popular as collectibles. Here
are a few from the 1960's to 1980's era and some of the great
champions who used them. My selection also includes models
important to Australian history. This was an interesting 20 years
which saw the transition from wood to graphite and oversize
models.

Slazenger Challenge models won many
toumaments in the hands of John Mewcombe,
Ken Rosewall and Margaret Court

k. i L i

s AN s
Dunlop Maxply was used by a huge Jimmy Connors used this Arthur Ashe won Wimbledon
number of players over the decades. Wilson T2000 for neary with the Head Competition 2

Rod Laver was the most prominent
Dunlop player in the 1960°%s

15+ yvears

Donnay Allvood was a

multiple Wimbledon winner i = Guillerma Vilas and the
: The last Australian made aluminium ;
thanks to Bjorn Borg Head Yilas model

Dunlop Yolley model endorsed by
Evonne Goolagong & Tony Roche




Mats Wilander and the [ Pat Cash won Wimbledon
Rossignol F200 Carbon T with a Prince Magnesium

hvan Lendl with the
Adidas GTX Pro-T model

John McEnroe and the
famous Dunlop 200G

Steffi Graf won a

The Prince oversized models Golden GS using

from 1979. Paul McNamee and  the Dunlop 200G
Peter McMNamara used these

Johan Kriek won two Oz
Opens with Rossignol.

Pete Sampras and Stefan
Edberg with the Wilson Pro Staff

E!c-.ris-BE:cher popularised the
Puma PCS model by winning
Wimbledon




The Exciting Transitional Era

While acknowledging metal racquets existed from the 1880's and
then re-appeared again in the 1920's with metal frame /fwood grip
editions and even an all-aluminium model, the wood models
dominated until the end of the 1970's.

The initial trend to metal was largely driven by champion players,
such as Jimmy Connors, using these racquets to win major
tournaments. However, via the automotive, skiing and space
programme came experimentation with fibreglass and the all new,
stronger than steel, expensive product called graphite.

The established makers were joined en masse by many ski
companies and other start-ups looking to grab market share.

This section looks at the breakthrough models, while following
pages trace back to a variety of unusual and odd designs that
have motivated many racquet collectors.

This patented wood / fibreglass
racquet dates back to 1956 by
Japanese inventor, Tokichi Oka who
used a punched wood core wrapped
in fibreglass and heat cured.

The USA patent was awarded in
1960 and the Air Speed was
marketed then by multi sports LS
supplier Sportcraft. As you can see,
'made in Japan' and
'do not use a press’
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1968 Wilson T2000 steel . 1968 Centurian magnesium

18974 PDP 100% fibreglass 1975 Dura Fiber metal, fibreglass & carbon

e T TENNLS WORLD. AGAIN.

@

1876 Cannon 100% graphite 1977 Fanssteel 100% graphite 1977 Head XRC 100% graphite



Unusual Racquets

Since the beginning of the game in 1874, manufacturers have
attempted to create business through innovative design whether
that be shape, materials, stringing style, adjustable tension,
adjustable weight and adjustable length. The biggest racquets
were marketed in the late 1990's. They were 32 inches long with
137 square inch heads. These were banned when the ITF
introduced new rulings permitting a maximum length of 29
inches_

As a collector, | have therefore tried to limit myself to the more
unusual designs, although | do enjoy owning a representative
sample of racquets from the 1880's through to modem.

Maturally, Australian racquets are of keen interest as well and |
particularly wish to find more of the 193('s weight adjusting
designs over time.

| do hope you enjoy seeing these great models which are
usually a highlight on display, as many enthusiasts have never
seen them before. Not all of these are in my collection.

&

Germany H.Hammer Rollmatic 1939

USA Kleinmann Craven adj. tension 1928 USA Craven adj. tension 1928

UK Hazell / Grays Streamline 193540 UK Lilywhite & Frowd Twinshaft 1930

Kateb, France 1935, found in 2023 for the first time




\
L]
1

1
A




ey
]

|l-i|i!|'

llfllllfﬂul

LUsA Dayton 1923 -1840's design US4 Dayton 1950 -1980's design LK Birmal Aluminium Cord Grip 1924
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Asia Danlo 3 way strings 1971 UK John Mott handmade alum. 1982

1
\-T'_i = T
“\_1_.!-'
] |
L
UK Dunlop Elite 1969 UK Slaz. Dunlop USA MacGregor Japan Yamaha Image 77L 1981
o
o
USAProAm Mag.t Alum cast 1969 UK Samue| Fox wood ! stainless steel Pro Kennex Micro & Snauwaert Head Legend & Classic extra long 1981

1948 Hi Ten (1985-1990)
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USA Maynard an inflated tube holds
the string bed in place under pressure
1986. String section is replaceable
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USA The Handler & Matural 1998 -2010
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USA S Korea Zebest Snaky 1

USA Rox Pro Delia wrap around stringing 1990 Acro Adjustable Tension 1976
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USA Dynaspot oil filled tube 1987
Weight transfer on contact with the ball

which is now illegal

USA Wison Ultra 125 2016
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Asia Major Nazka 1290 France Major Octodiagonal 1984 sia Deesse 199; France Tretorn Speedgun 2005




Tennis Advertising
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Tennis Balls

Credit is given to Charles Goodyear for inventing the
rubber vulcanization process in the 1830's which led to the
uncovered India Rubber ball that was bouncy enough to be
played with outside on grass or other surfaces. In the
1870's experiments with hand sewn cloth covered rubber
balls then led to a more enjoyable pace. In Australia,
through the 1880's uncovered balls were adopted in
Victoria on asphalt courts while NSW preferred the covered
balls. It wasn't until visiting player W.\V.Eaves insisted in
1891 that covered balls were best and the local
associations became consistent.

Awustralian Tennis Ball manufacture began in the early
1900, with Dunlop, famous for the automotive tyres being
the first. However quality was deemed questionable and
imports of Ayres (UK), Slazenger (UK) or Wright & Ditson
(USA) balls were more popular. That changed and in the
1920's when Bamet Glass and Spalding entered the
market with a quality ball endorsed by various local
tournaments and associations. In the 1930's Ormiston,
Swift and Slazenger commenced local production so the
market was hotly contested. A very rare Grooved Ball was
created by Slazenger UK from 1925 to 1938.

Swift designed a world first, one piece ball around 1936
and this led to some export success up to 1946.

Coloured balls were being offered by Slazenger in the early
1900's although white balls remained the preference up to
1972 when the optic yellow ball was adopted. Over in the
USA red balls were used on cement courts and other hi viz
orange and purple balls were sold in the 1970's.

Duniop Cennis Balls

Production in the Spalding
factory in Victoria




It is great to find early sealed
tins and boxes with or without
balls. Those sealed with new
balls inside or new wax paper
wrapped or coated are most
desirable.
In World War 2 ball recycling
was promoted due to
shortages in material.

TENNIS BAWLLS
e ——
Swift were the first to promote a
one-piece ball, where the normal

process joined two halves.
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Tennis Ball Cleaners

Early lawn tennis courts would get quite muddy, so
there was a need o keep the white cloth balls looking
respectable. From the early 1900's there were twist
style hand cleaners, as below. For more lavish
homes and clubs the fence mounted or free standing
style multi ball cleaners featured.




Tennis Presses

Tennis presses have also evolved over time. They are
used to prevent a wooden racquet from warping and
come in different shapes with various locking devices
and materials including wood, plastic and metal. Most
were designed for a single racquet but at times multi
racquet holders were used by retail stores, players
and clubs.







Tennis Ball Machines

. : JEPSON Hﬂl'fl'- il-‘l.‘l- |
ﬁ.‘lthuugh m‘Eu"q.r think of Hf:':nei Lacoste and MACHINE-MADE ; e I Ly
his mechanical ball machine in 1927, the R~ ey 3
more advanced, electric powered JEPSON e :";:' :‘;‘7‘:_'"':.'."1
TENNIS MACHINE GUN was probably . 4 4 s

designed even earlier. The local inventor, W depes, & tenel playe

il gy ol M T -

whs demswsirpiead Hoie b

Percy Jepson had these ready to sell in Pk il staes bebes

1928 and organised major retailers to :

demonstrate the units instore plus he also

approached major tennis clubs. Examples 3
also went overseas to the USA but the firm . . :

only survived until the mid 1930's. Jack CPpSoOn 1 ENIHS Machime
Crawford enjoyed practicing with it for hours : R MRS

at a time. There were other Australian

attempts at ball machines dating back to

lash

Amazingly a unit was found in 2023 (Melboume) The brochure flips open to reveal the inner workings (left)



Tennis Stringing Devices

From the very beginning tennis racquets were hand strung and
tightened using awls. Similar to a musical instrument a string could be
plucked to see if the pitch was at the target tension.

7 "NO-AWL

RACQUET STRINGER®

Other devices and stringing machines were designed to help improve
speed and accuracy, while helping to prevent the head of the racquet
from becoming misshapen.

SIMPLEX BATKET STRINGING VISE

Ihe simplest oo imdst practical wise i the muarker The - i,
In wise chai las compleie throas propection,  Price §.me 1 —— i - - 1
et (e Cadnlog fur Awls and Stringer’s Tionds

A wedal — Fop'i agein
"First with the Mesast™!

- M B @ e T EE-AWT
RATOIIN TR — 8
Smeldms. S vemgy sy milie e

SIMPLEX TFTENSION STRINGER

et

Vhis newly bnvendied ool males
it possikble fne Enyone o string o
racket perieetly. The Jdanger of
warping and pulling rackets out
of shape |5 redoced o 2 meni
timn—nr the SIMPLEX TEXN
FI0OM STRINGER mexmres fhl'
tpiissbn af cacl serEng @s 118
plaeed i the racket and asssres
rach sering belng of erpesl en-
slire. Ensy and simple . 1§ e

Priee $10000

AL A LT STRENOEE o Seh = P
s vy s S e et o S

i e

The 'No-Awl’ was marketed in 1937, Others
including a drop weight solution and
portable units appeared from the 1940's
into the 1950°s. Oliver produced a very
popular floor model and Urect-It created an
electric bench top model.

Semaational News!
)




Tennis Trophies

Collecting trophies adds to the look of any display cabinet
and while most of the precious major championship
trophies remain guarded, some impressive major
tournament and 2nd tier event editions do appear. Of
course, there were many tournaments back in the day and
the real treasures are finding very early ones, highly
detailed tennis themes or those engraved or linked to
famous championship players.
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The more elaborate designs can still be
very expensive simply because they are
VETY UNcomman.

The rectangular cigarette box and the
trophies abowve were won at the
Victorian or Mew South Wales
Championships and were bought via
online auctions. The top one was
perpetual until retired by two Aussie greats
shown receiving them. Cther greats won
thizs event soit's a precious keepsake.




Tennis Retailing

The Australian Racket Manufacturers
Association (ARMA) in the late 1930's was a
cartel controlling quality and price points for 1
to 5 star models so you can find reference to
this on Alexander, Dunlop, Slazenger and

e

Spalding models. ] TR
E TEudis WEEK
Retail shop fronts were fabulous and racquet ' : e = = A | TS

holders and point of sale are amazingly rare to P D e
find, especially the oversized jumbo versions. manuracTenin sacisnvir v leumior

A B

o |
P

g F ! |

) LT -'.l

.

e T A ENATLYE]

TS S




Player Autographs

Collecting autographs has remained an extremely
popular pastime since the early days of tennis as seen
on the earlier pages showing the Davis Cup album and
the author's player signed 1912 book.

Another facet is to also find racquet models players
used to win major titles and to a lesser extent other
tribute models which carry photo decals and signatures.

1 945/50 Adrian Cuist & Lew Hoad 1950's Australian Rex Hartwig

N

,:m.:x; '
LR
/N ISR

We have been so lucky many champions from the
1950's and 1960's attend tennis functions to sign these
various items in person. Others we trust are genuine.

[
I
b
.

1950's LISA great Jack Kramer

T ———

Frank Sedgman won major
toumaments with an Oliver Bluebird

1958/59 Ken Rosewall & Meale Fraser 1970's John Mewcombe




1960's Neale Fraser

TOrS ICENroe . \fortr




1958 Wimbledon Finals

Player Dinner function

signed box by winners and
participants

Above: From a 1988 Opening of the new Tennis Centre at Melboume Park.
Right: Signed T Shirt .....all the big names { you should turn the book upside down)




Other Tennis Memorabilia

Fabulous reference books assist
with stories of the day and
provide excellent player profiles.
The books by Jeanne Cherry,
Siegfried Kuebler and Robert
Everitt provide a comprehensive
array of tennis memorabilia.
Tennis magazines were
published in Australia from 1923
so these are a valuable resource
for stories, player pics and ads.

FENNIS RACKETS
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Tennis Collectibles







Tinling Tennis Dresses

Ted Tinling played at Wimbledon and was a regular hitting partner to
the 1920's French super champion, Suzanne Lenglen. He even
became the Wimbledon tournament player ambassador for many
years. His love for tennis and the players was endiess and when he
began his fashion business, tennis was a major opportunity. In the
1950's, almost by accident, he created a media storm by supplying
Gussie Moran with a pair of laced knickers. The photo hungry media
grasped at this and the Wimbledon establishment was shocked by
the frenzy. While Ted's career was blossoming he became a virtual
outcast from Wimbledon due to anti fashion attitudes. He supplied
a majority of lady players with dresses designed with their own
personalities and tastes in mind. This included new fabric
combinations, hints of colour, pattems and trimmings. He even
designed Frank Sedgman’s tennis shorts. In the 1970's, he took on
the role as official supplier to the pro ladies Virginia Slims tour
where more colour and pizzazz was permitted and wanted.

Tinling tennis dresses range from the simple to fully adomed or

embroidered styles. Whether they have tennis pattems in the design
or if they belonged to players, they make for a wonderful addition

within Tennis Fashion displays. | I

Gussie Moran wearing kace knickers in the 1950°s Famous player wom dresses: Billie Jean King, Betty Stove, Mancy Richey and Rosie Casals




Austratian Judy Dalon was also a member

of the original Virginia Slims tour.

From the Virginia Slim ladies Pro Tour days, these Tinling dresses belong to Australian player
Cynthia Doerner. Some were designed to sparkle under night lights for better impact on TV.

"Perhaps Ted's most viewed dress was
designed for Billie Jean King in her defeat of
Bobby Riggs in the infamous "Battle of the
Sexes” match in 1973, Riggs beat Margaret
Court first forcing King to uphaold the dresses. Thess were worn by Australian,

Women's game. Madonna Schacht

ail dress designs



Collecting Community

Meeting other collectors, led to the formation of Tennis
Heritage Australia (THA) in 2011 which now numbers some
30 people. We also have connections with USA, UK and Euro
Tennis Collecting groups and the major Wimbledon and
Newport tennis museums.

- - * £
B L 28 W
Meeting US collector & author Reod Laverat his 2013 book launch
Jeanne Cherry at RSY 2011 (Melboume)

Building a tennis collection has been enjoyable with most
items bought from online auctions overseas, opportunity
shops and local antique stores. Discovering rare items and
researching stories, building a tennis history website

(www tennishistory.com.au) organising displays and 'show
and tell’ meetings all helps to preserve and promote the
history of our great game. Meeting past players, hearing their  r«
stories, having them sign items and being invited to the 2013
China Open, Beijing and then in 2018 to the Hong Kong WTA
Open to showcase our tennis collections to the local Chinese
fans has been amazing fun.

Frank Sedgman at his 2014 book lsaunch  2nd THA National Meeting Rex Hartwing (Albury) 2018

To the great camaraderie and support of special friends Keith
Jenkins, Denis Tucker, Clyde Smithwick and Brendan Gall,
plus all those | have met locally and through Facebook. | am
truly grateful to you all for the support, shared information and
pictures, some of which are used in this book.

Denis, Margaret Court, Ken Rosewall & Keith Multi Avstralian Ladies Champion, Thelma Long
Sydney Tennis Museum Lunch 2012 Sydney Tennizs Muzeum Lunch 2012

Rippon Lea Open Day exhibition on their grass court  (Melbourne)




'.'Enl.r d Judy Tegart Dialton at Kooyong

{Ieﬁr are relatives of the Alexander Raclret Co. 2013 signing a Slkazenger P4 Promatic



Stolle, Roche, Newcombe & Emersaon With Boris Becker With Mark Philippoussis



Overseas Exhibitions
Beijing: China Open 2013
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18 at the WTA Open.
Special guest Li Na (middie).

With Toumament Referee BEd Hardisty




Overseas 2016

rERMIS RALCKE :

Meeting Siegfried Kuebler with Urs Peter Inderbitzin & other
Euro Group members (Ger) 2016, | have enjoyed helping Sigi with
additional information for post book supplements. His book is a
‘must have' bible for tennis collectors. Stayed with Lirs Peter.

Manfred Schotten owns
a successful sports antigues

Meeting two highly regarded historians and

business in the Cotswolds. It was collectors, Robert Holland and Chris Elks on the
sheer chance | walked past his lawnz at Faidight Ampton Rd. Edgbaston when
Vi oledon Musenm 2018 with atthew Iaze, shop and luckily he showed me his  Harry Gem and friend Augurio Perera played their
amazing tennis collection. version of lawn tennis in 1865,

Alan Little & Anna Renton
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Tennis display at Beijing for the China Open 2013
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